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PARTNERS IN INTERMODALISM 
Thank you for inviting me to participate in this 30th Annual Trans-
portation Forum. Transportation to most of you involves roads and 
bridges, asphalt and concrete. But, some of us think of transportation as 
the movement of persons from place to place. Now that the word 
"intermodalism" has been coined, maybe we should start thinking about 
transportation as a means of moving people and goods over asphalt or 
concrete surf aces or by rail or by water or by air. In other words, we are 
all in the same business--we are just specialized. 
lntermodalism can mean a lot of different things depending on what 
mode of transportation you are "in" or are familiar with. To the very 
small group of persons involved in public transit, it concerns the move-
ment of persons. Public transit in Kentucky is varied and encompasses 
many different types of transit providers of various sizes. 
Public transit is provided in the major cities and in the medium-sized 
urban areas by use of large capacity coaches and trolleys running fixed-
route services with interconnecting routes for crosstown travel. 
Paratransit service is provided for those persons who, because of a 
disability, cannot access the fixed-route services. These systems are 
partially federally subsidized by Section 9 funds from FTA and, in many 
cases, by local tax dollars. 
In the rural areas of the state, 15 passenger vans and minibuses are 
used. These non-profit agencies provide demand response service with 
usually a 24-hour advance notice required. The service is generally 
provided from the person's door to his final destination without the use 
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of transfers or connectors. Persons with disabilities can request a van 
with a lift and disabled persons and nondisabled persons are combined 
on the same run instead of running separate services. These non-profit 
operators are partially subsidized by Section 18 funds from FTA. The 
basic funding of the rural services is provided through fare box revenue 
and contracts with Medicaid. There also are Section 16 funds from FTA 
that partially finance the capital expense of vehicles for the transporta-
tion of elderly and disabled persons. 
In both the urban and rural areas there are «for profit" taxi and · 
small bus operators who provide local transportation within their operat-
ing certificate area. In many cases, these "for profit" operators enjoy the 
federal subsidy by contracting with the non-profit operators. There are 
many areas of the Commonwealth that are not served by either a fixed 
route or rural system and the local taxi service is the only means for the 
transit-dependent. 
Since the invention of ISTEA, more emphasis has been placed at the 
federal level on intermodalism. New intercity routes have been instituted 
to link rural areas with urban areas via fixed routes with pickup points. 
These intercity routes are currently being utilized from the Sandy Valley 
area to Lexington and from the Bluegrass IBtra-Transit service area of 
Central Kentucky into Lexington. These routes and those of many other 
rural transit providers are serving the general public as links between 
the rural areas and Greyhound routes, urban area airports and rail 
stations to enlarge the travel area for those who might not otherwise be 
able to leave their rural areas. 
When the day comes that every citizen of the Commonwealth can 
access any means of transportation via interlinking sources, we can 
conclude that we have truly met the goal of public transit. This expan-
sion of travel availability linking persons with different systems and 
modes of travel in my opinion is intermodalism. 
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